
^WASHINGTON.
»»Liberty and Union, now aud forever, one and

Inseparable."

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1850._
We congratulate our readers on one more return

of happy-hearted, merry old Christmas. The fes¬
tival seems consecrated by the common consent of
all Christendom as a season of joyous salutations,
and the reciprocation of the best wishes of the heart.
It is fit and natural that it should be so. I he event

it professes to commemorate ought to fill the heart
alike with gladness and gratitude, and it furnishes
a fit occasion for the indulgence of the belter and the
kinder feelings of our nature. The narrowest bigot,
whatever notions he may bold respecting the re¬

ligious observance of appointed days, may afford
to relax his features into a smile at the sight of so

many human faces clothed in good humor; and
even an Infidel, if he be, as he professes, a well-
wisher to the race, though he view their belief as a

dream, may very consistently be pleased to see that
it yields them a present gratification. The associa¬
tions of the day are all kind and cheering; it is ever

known and celebrated as " Merry Christmas." Its
observance is social, and tends to cherish good feel¬
ings and right affections toward our neighbor. Like
the British Harvest Home, or like the Jewish
Feast of Tabernacles, it is a time for good wishes,
kind words, and the sending of gift®. VTfere it only
for the amount of unfeigned delight it brings to our

children, surely we should regret its abolition from
the observances of social life, and feel a blank when
its date returned. Who can stand near the entrance
of one of our depots for the sale of toys and con¬

fectionary, and watch the looks of the little folks
that enter and that leave those fairy regions of child¬
ish delight, and coldly wish the joyous anniversary
blotted from the calendar ? No : let those whose
religious aspirations consecrate the day as sacred,
indulge the feeling it is calculated to awaken, and
hallow its return by the offerings of a sincere devo¬
tion : while those who acknowledge no such impulse
in the observance, or even disapprove of the cele¬
bration as an ecclesiastical appointment, enjoy the
day as one of welcome, rest, and relaxation; as an

occasion for the meeting of family circles, and the
renewing and brightening of the chain of old
friendships; for visits of kindness and heavenly
charity; for making orphans glad, and causing the
widow's heart to sing for joy. If the true God be
not worshipped, at least the worship of mammon
is brought to a pause. Banks are shut; insurance
offices closed; departments empty ; the apprentice
puts on his holyday suit; the young miss sports
her new bonnet; and even the poor slave rejoices
in the common joy, gets his new shoe^ his Christ¬
mas dinner, and mayhap a present from old missus
or the young ladies. God bless them all, say we.

Be merry and wise ; make the most of the day,
and so enjoy it as to have no regrets for to-morrow.

Surely the innocent pleasures of life are not so

many that we can afford to throw any of them
away. Again, then we say, be merry and wise,
and most heartily do we wish that all our patrons
may have substantial cause for a merry heart.
To the old we wish " troops of friends," and

flocks of happy children gathering about their
hearthstone. To the young, rosy cheeks, bright
eyes, and those smiles in sight of which ill-humor
cannot live. To the newly-married we wish bridal
presents in profusion, with loving messages from
schoolmates and cronies, who purpose full soon to

follow their example. To the old couple we wish
renewed pledges and proofs of growing esteem,
that would lead them, if free, to marry each other
again the next minute. To our public men we wish
an approving conscience, boldness for the right,
charity for the misguided, light upon the path of
duty, and firmness and patience in following it to
the end. To those in private life we wish a liberal
competence, an enlightened patriotism, an honora¬
ble, voluntary, dignified submission to the laws ot
their country j moderation towards opponents; a

contented appreciation of the priceless privileges o!
their lot, and a fixed resolve never to jeopard or to
cast them away in pursuit of phantoms. To Con¬
gress we wish that their brief session may be me¬

morable for its harmony, for the shortness of its
speeches and the wisdom of its laws. To our

benevolent societies we wish plentiful coffers,
an increase of members, a decrease of applica¬
tions, and Heaven's benison on all their labors
of love. To the poor we wish an open winter,
cheap wood, warm blankets, plenty of work, and
no doctor's bills. To the children, (God bless
them !) we wish armfuls of dolls, aprons full of good
things, and pretty books enough to keep them read¬
ing till Christmas comes again. Toall the sons and
daughters of bereavement and distress, we wish Hea¬
ven's mercy, the meek endurance of their lot, and a

happy issue out of all tribulation. To our coun¬

try we wish glory and strength.the glory of recti¬
tude, of wisdom, of moderation, and of unity ; and
the strength which these never fail to bestow. To
the nations, peace, universal and perpetual; with
increasing light, growing abundance, augmenting
virtue; and, as the result of all, true and abiding
happiness, public and private.

Might these our wishes be gratified, and these ex¬

panding aspirations granted, then will this season
deserve to be long remembered as the " Happy
Christmas."
Jenny Lind, while at Richmond, made a dona¬

tion of twelve hundred dollars for charitable pur¬
poses, as follows:

Female Orphan Asylum (Protectant) $400
8c Joseph'* Female Orphan Asylum (Catholic).. 400
Mala Orphan Asylum (Pruteatant) 400
She at first designed making a donation of 1,000

to the Female Orphan Asylum ; but, hearing of the
existence of the two other institutions, she added
$200 to the gift, and divided the amount equally
amongst them.
Tub Indiana ConmrcTioaAt Co»te»tio* baa adopt¬

ed a resolution making embenlement of public fund, felony.
Also, one requiring a eection making it a duty of the legis¬
lature u> provide, permanently, asylums for the deaf and
dumb, blind, and insane.
We have before stated that thia Convention had reconsid¬

ered the vote on the section relating to " Women's Rights."
It was then proposed that tba real and personal property of
married women shall be secured to them under equitable con¬

ditions by law.loet, ayes 00, noes 69. It was next propoeed
that the property of women shall be secured against the cred¬
itors and legal representatives ot the husband.lost, ayee 35,
noea 93. The vote waa then taken upon the ra-paaaage of
the original section, and it was rejeded, ayee 56, noes 76.

Pi-rreauaea, Dec em a >a 30.
The flue of the steamboat Fashion, No. 3, collapsed this

afternoon on the Mononagbela river, a abort distance above
town, causing the instant death of several of the erew and
ji.sangirs. and seriously, if not mortally, scalding others.

"We observe in the Mesllfce of the Presider t of
France, delivered on the 12th ultimo to the Legis¬
lative Assembly of that Republic, the following
passage: '

"In Spain we have seen with pleasure the t.ea which uni¬

ted the two countries drawn clo«r by the mutual sympathy
of the two Governments. A. won a* the French Govern¬
ment learned the criminal attack made by adventurera on the
Isle of Cuba, we aent new forcea to the commander of the
West India atation, with injunctiona to unite hia effort* with
those of the Spanish autboriuea to prevent the repetition of
similar attack*."

If such an act of comity was due from the Gov¬
ernment of France.having little or no direct inter¬
est in the affair.how much more incumbent on

our own Government was such interposition, when
it was on our shores that the predatory expedition
was prepared, and in contravention of our own

laws, as well as in violation of the law of nations !
Not many days ago we stated that information

had been received at the Department of State of the
issuing of orders by the Spanish Government for
the release of the remainder of the Contoy prison¬
ers. The mere statement of this naked fact does
not, we understand, do justice to the course of the
Spanish Government in regard to the matter; and,
therefore, we embrace this occasion to add, that the
release of the remaining Contoy prisoners was a

voluntary act of grace on the part ot the Queen's
Government, designed to manifest her respect forjthe
sentiments of good faith and justice which had been
avowed by American Government, and espe¬
cially by the Secretary of State, in regard to the
affairs of Cuba. It seems to us to be due to the
liberal spirit in which the course of our Government
has been met by the Spanish Sovereign, that the
fact should be published, as it has some to our

knowledge.
_____

Dr. Foote, of the Buffalo Commercial Adver¬
tiser, after an absence from the country of some

eighteen months on his diplomatic mission to Bo¬
gota, resumed the editorial charge of his paper on

Wednesday.
An anxious looker on from abroad, during the

agitation which convulsed the country last year,
and sharing in the solicitude of all true friends of
the country for the result, Dr. Foote appropriately
seizes the occasion of his return to his editorial
duties to congratulate his countrymen on the pas¬
sage of the measures of adjustment, and on their
escape from the danger that threatened the Union.
We copy a portion of his address to his readers :

.« Far removed as we were from the United Statea during
the paat year, and receiving information only at long and
tedious intervals, we watched the progreaa of eventa in our

country with painful aolicitude, not unmixed with amazement
at the madness of many men in both extremes, who, in pur¬
suit of what they deemed their rights, or in obedience to no-

tiona of duty, had ao exaggerated and sublimated their viewa
on some particular questions, by long and fervid dwelling on

one idea, that they were willing to jeopard the very existence
of the fabric without the maintenance of which the country
would sink into anarchy and ruin. The grand whole, with
all the vast interests depending upon it.interests that do not
affect the American people alone, but in which the whole
world and all time are concerned.aeemed loet sight of in
eager pursuit of a part. The greatest possible political ca¬

lamity that could afflict the world would be the dissolution of
the American Union. Few among us, while enjoying the in¬
estimable blessings of this Union, consider justly its moral
influence upon other people, the coloaaal grandeur to which
it has raised ua aa a nation, the reverent admiration with
which other nations struggling to maintain republican inatitu-
tions regard us, and the greatneai we can attain if the Union
be preserved in harmony and hearty good faith."

The venerable President of the late Georgia Con¬
vention, Thomas Spalding, of Mcintosh, whose
years have nearly reached the scriptural limit of
fourscore, upon taking the chair, addressed the body
over which he was called to preside in the few but
expressive words which follow:

Gentlemen of the Convention : I thank you for the honor
you do me in placing me in the chair on this memorable oc¬

casion. It ia perhaps an appropriate.I feel that it is a grace¬
ful termination of my long life.

Gentlemen, it may be expected that I should say some¬

thing of my opinions on this occasion. For the first time in
twenty-five years, Congress haa appeared willing to liaten to
eur complaints, and I am filled with hopes for the future.
For fifty years, the moat enlightened nations in Europe.
France, Spain, Italy, and Germany.have been laboring in
blood and through deaolation after " free Government." For
aixty-three years we have known quietude. From a small
people we have become a great nation UDder our Constitu¬
tion.and, rather than THAT CONSTITUTION should
perish, I would wish that myaelf and every human being that
has a drop of my blood in hia veina should perish. To use
the words of Homer,

" Before that dreadful day,
May me and mine lie presaed beneath our monumental clay!"
United States Senator from Florida..The

House of Representatives agreed, a few days ago,
to go into an election for U nited States Senator,
vice Mr. Yblee, whose term expires on the 4th of
March next; but the State Senate, on the 9th in¬
stant, refused to meet in joint assembly for that
purpose, by a vote of 14 to 5. The Democrats
have a majority in both houses of one, making two
on joint ballot; but it seems there is little unan¬
imity among them. .

The Indiana State Convention has reconsidered
the section securing the right to married women to
hold property. The question is again open.
The Fugitive Slave Bill of 1792 was drafted

by Georoe Casot, of Massachusetts, in Novem¬
ber, and it was passed by the Senate on the 18th
of ianuary, unanimously, fourteen members from
free and thirteen from slave States voting for it.
The House committee, Theodore Sedgwick and
Sheenashub Bourne, of Massachusetts, and Alex¬
ander White, of Virginia, reported the bill to that
body, by which it was passed, on the &ih of Feb¬
ruary, without discussion. Eight free States were

represented by 31 votes, six slave States^ by 24
votes ; free 8tate majority 7. The bill received 48
yeas to 7 nays. Massachusetts gave 6 yeas to 1
nay. This record shows that thefree States pass-
ed the first fugitive slave bill. The one passed
in 1150 is almost the same thing.

«. PROGRE88" BACKWARDS.
In the New Hampshire Convention, on Wed¬

nesday, the principal question before the members,
in Committee of the Whole, was, 14 Shall the Jus¬
tices of the Supreme Court be appointed by the
Governor and Senate ?" After much debate, the
question was decided in the negative, yeas 103,
nays 136. Following this vote, which goes for the
election of Judges by the People, the following pro¬
position was adopted:

ReMohed, That the Committee on the Executive Depart¬
ment be instructed to report an amendment providing that

j all county jadgea, sheriffs, registers of probate, and solicitor*
shall be elected by the legal votera in the reapective counties,
and shall hold their offices for four years; justices of the town
courts shall be elected by the legal voters io the re^ective
towns, and shall bold their offices for two year*.
No Coal in California.-.Mr. P. T. Tyson, of

Baltimore, as the result of a scientific visit to the
late Territory of California, contradicts the reportsof a plentiful supply of coal there. It is to Van¬
couver's Island, Mr. Tyson says, that California
must look for supplies, unless they may be obtained
from Oragon.

COST OF THE MEXICAN WAR.
" Thus we havf, as expenditures and liabilities, chargeable

directly Io Mid war, and the acquisitions of territory consequent
upon the treaty of peace, the sum of $317,175,575 81.
« This does not include many claims preeented and to be

presented, arising indirectly from the war, their great variety
forbidding even an approximation either as to number or

amount.".Secretary Corwin's Report.
The enormous sura of two hundred and seven¬

teen millions of dollars has been paid, or is to be
paid, as the cost of the late war with Mexico, yet,
because a Whig Administration have demanded an
additional amount of revenue to meet the interest to
be paid on these immense expenses, and the claims
daily presented, the cry of extravagance has been
raised by the whole Locofoco press. But here we
have the true source of all that is demanded by the
Whig Secretary to meet the current expenses of
the year. The Locofoco Administration of Mr.
Polk could saddle the nation with an expense of
the above appalling amount, and not a word of "ex¬
travagance" was breathed by their press.

During the coming year there must be enume¬
rated as drafts on the Treasury the interest on the
war debt; the claims yet due for services in the
war ; the Texan boundary stock with it» interest;
the value of the public lands bestowed aa gratuities
on the soldiers ; the claims to be paid to our citi¬
zens under the Mexican treaty; the portion of the
purchase money of California due durirg the year;
and the charges' for running the boundary line, for
the survey of the western coast, and for the in¬
creased judicial and legislative expenses connected
with an increase of territory. All thete drafts on
the Treasury are the results and neeeisary conse¬

quences of the Mexican war, an exclusive Locofoco
measure, and they can never, with any degree of
justice, be chargeable upon Whig extravagance.

From this same war have arisen likewise the
evils and dangers now threatening the perpetuity
of our Government. No question of extension of
slavery would have agitated our nation but for the
territory acquired from Mexico. None of the evils
of secession would have existed, or perils of sepa¬
ration have been feared, but for this war.
A more complete refutation of the accusation of

Whig extravagance could never hate been conceiv¬
ed. A more perfect exhibition of the recklessness
of Locofoco expenditure could never have been
presented..Connecticut C'ourant.

Mr. Atwood, the Democratic candidate for Gov¬
ernor in New Hampshire, has repudiated a late
letter published as his in regard to the Fugitive
Slave law, and says that as a chrutian and patriot
he shall stand by the late Compromise measures.

Public Sentiment in Indiana..The Indiana
Courier, published at Newcastle, Henry county,
Indiana, brings the proceedings of a meeting held
on the 5th instant at that place, at which resolu¬
tions were adopted expressive of a determination to
adhere to the adjustment measures of the last ses¬
sion of Congress, and to frown down all attempts
to renew the agitation of the slavery question. The
Courier states that the meeting was called to de¬
nounce the action of Congress, but that the friends
of the Union, who desired to see the character of
the county saved from the disgrace which a set of
raving fanatics had designed to bring upon it, as¬
sembled in sufficient numbers under the called issue
and outvoted them.

A " 8IGN FROM MI8SI8SIPPI.
FROM THE PORT GIBSON (MISS.) " C0R*Mr9SDEKT.
The following ia a copy of a memorial to our membera of

the Legislature, recently circulated for signature* in Clai-
borne county :

"The undersigned, citizens and voters of Claiborne county,
respectfully represent to their Senator and Representative,
that while some of us might have desired the settlement ef the
several questions^ arising out of the Mexican treaty to have
been in some respecta different from what it is, we are never¬
theless inclined to acquiesce in the adjustment. We there¬
fore respectfully solicit that you will lavor no measure that
may have a tendency to disturb the settlnnent of those ques¬
tions, or create any further agitation about them. Especially
do wedtsire that you will not favor the call «Aa Convention,
which has been proposed, because we believe its only ten¬
dency will be to produce useless excitement, while no good
can result from it at all commensurate with the expense that
will be incurred."
Though thia document was cot prepared until a day or

two before the aeasion of the Legislature, we learn from our

8enator, George L. Torrey, Ebq., that about fix hundred
names, of the eight hundred voters of the county, were ap¬
pended to the different sheets received by him, and presented
to the Senate. In addition to this, we know of other sheets
containing signatures which were not received here in time to
be sent to Jackaon. Theae significantfacts are poeitive proof
that the Diaunionista receive but little sympathy in "Old
Claiborne." Perhapa in no eounty of the 8tate have the
agitators been more active than here, and certainly in no

county of the 8tate have they effected leas.

FROM THE aoOTBAMr*0* (**».) FAMB.

Rb-INSTATEMBNT OT Ma. CBOeKRY AB AMERICAN Con¬
sul...The Gazette of last Friday night contained the official
announcement of Mr. Cboskbt'b appointment as American
conaul at this port. It will be recollected that thia gentleman
was superseded on the change of Ministry in America, to
make way for a political friend of the new Government, and
that on his recent visit to the United States he was reinstated
in the office which be had previoualy filled so much to the
satisfaction of all who came in official contact with him. We
are glad to hear that it ia contemplated by aome of our lead¬
ing professional and commercial fellow-townsmen to invite
Mr. Croskit to a public dinner on this occasion. We have
no doubt but that a large number of inhabitanta will gladly
aeise the opportunity of acknowledging the great service
which Mr. Croakey baa rendered to the trade of the port by
bia exertions to establish and extend a regular steam-packet
communication between Southampton and New York; as
well aa to teatify to bia unfailing courtesy of manner and great
personal worth.

Jcnnt Lin at Richmond..The firat choice of seatafor
Mad'lle Lind's concert at Richmond sold for $106, and the
second choice for $50. All the tickets were sold at auction,
varyiog from $17 downwards; those in the parquet averaging
about $12; in the first circle $13, in the secood circle $13,
and the third circle $® or $7 ; on the stage $13. The total
amount of seats seld is estimated at $18,000.
Tre End or thr Chaplin Casr..Mr. Chaplir was, on

Thursday, liberated from tha jail of Montgomery county,$19,000 bail baviog been entered for his appearance at How¬
ard District court. Bail to the amount of $6,000 had been
given in thia District. He passed through Baltimore on
Thursdsy on his return home.Republic.

Cholera or 8riproard..The ship 8ilae Leonard, from
Tampa Bay, bound for New York with United 8tatee troops,touched off the Charleston Bar on the 30th, to procure me¬dicine, the Cholera having broken out on board during the
passage. Ten esses had already terminated fatally.
Trr Abtbsian Well, at Charleston, has attained adepth of 953 feet. The Mercury remarks : The last nine¬

teen feet perforated waa thorough a stratum of argilaceousslate, intermixed with granite boulders, one of which arrestedproceedings.
At Newark, New Jersey, on Wednesday, while the ChiefJustice was sentencing some convicted prisoners, one of them,James Welch, raised the window of the room io which theywere placed, and sprang to the ground, a distance of about

twenty feet, clearing the area beneath, and made his escape.He had been sentenced to six months in the Bute prison,and is described as one of the most reckless of thoee con¬victed.

A panther, measuring three feet and a half from snout totail, was killed near Niagara Falle last week. The snimel
was hunted by dogs and took refuge in a tree, from which he
was brooght down by a shot from a rifle and dispatched after
a savage resMance, and doing some damsge to tbe dogs thatattacked him. Panther hunting may be considered rare sportin that section of country.
A telegraphic despatch from Fredericton, received at tbeNews Reom, at St. John's, (New Brunswick,) on the 13th,

announces that tbe hooae of Mr. John Couhhard, in Queens-bury, was consumed by Are that morning about two o'clock,with all kit Jamily, oocsirting of Mr. Couhhard, wife, andchild. Cause of the fire unknown.

I VIEW8 FROM PENNSYLVANIA, WEST.

f BOM TUB FITTSBUBS COKMBBCIAL ADY11TISIE.
The very mischiefs that Washington had in

painful contemplation have actually occurred. " In¬
ternal enemies " are endeavoring to sap the founda¬
tions of our " political fortress, and bring to ruin
the glorious fabric our fathers reared. " Jealousies
and heart-burnings " have been engendered, to ren¬
der 44 alien to each other those Who ought to be
bound together by fraternal affection/' The causes
that "disturb our Union " are approaching a fearful
crisis, and unless the agitation can be allayed the
consequences must be disastrous. In a paper re¬
ceived yesterday we notice a "catf for a Stale
Convention to be held in Syracuse, January 7th,
8th, and tith, 1851, to consider the infernal bill
enacted by the American Congress on 18th Sep-teraber, I860, for the recapture of fugitives from
slavery, and to take such action thereon as freemen
should." The object is daringly avowed; and if
it is Dot, under the Constitution, treason of the
hands, or an overt act of war against the Govern¬
ment, it is certainly treason of the heart.-involvingall the moral delinquency of the crime. We quote
two sentences, which sufficiently manifest the pur*
poses of these bad men:

44 The passage of this bill has mads it plain that liberty and
slavery cannot subsist together, and haa forced upon oar coun¬

try this great qoeetion: 8bal! tyrants henceforth rata thia
Republic, or freemen ?**

44 8imilar Conventions are to he held in other* of the free
States, and we trust, before the end of the present sossion of
Congrees, a message will be sent thither from the entire
North that will admonish the oppressors of the South, and
their unprincipled abettors, that they have waked the lion.
that they mutt recede from the daring encroachments that they
have made upon Northern sentiments and Northern liberties
.must annul this wicked Bill, or conssnt that it must be at
once a dead Utter, or expect to see the American Union
deluged in blood."
One of the men who signed this villanous paperis said to be a clergyman 1 We should like to

know whether this clerical Jack the giant-killer ex¬

pects to die in his bed. If he has so quiet a depar¬
ture he will cheat the gallows. It is to be regretted
that a few of the pretended followers of the44 Prince
of Peace " should disgrace their profession by thus
scattering broadcast over the land the seeds of civil
war. They are, by their conduct, dishonoring
their Djvine master, and we believe doing more to
injure the cause of Christianity than a host of in¬
fidels could do. Heretofore we have found the
pulpit conservative in its influences, and we be¬
lieve it is generally so now ; but in some instances,
lately, it has been used as a place where treasona¬
ble projects are concocted, and from whence sedi¬
tious counsels are uttered to infect and disturb the
body politic. Verily, with such cases before us,
we might be inclined to say with Shakspeare.

44 In religion,
What damned error but some sober brow
Will bless it snd approve it with a text."

It gives us pleasure to observe, however, that the
great body of the Clergy are true to the principles
of the Head of the Church.and we hope the con¬
fidence of the people in the ministers of the Cros-
pel will not be in any degree impaired by the anom¬
alies or monstrosities to which we have alluded.
We do not know whether it is intended to call a

Convention in Pennsylvania. But lest some mad¬
man may propose such a measure, we would ear¬

nestly beg our fellow-citizens, who all think as we
do about slavery, to 44 look before they leap." It
is well known that we are opposed to involuntary
servitude in all its phases, and so we believe is
every man, woman, and child north of Mason and
Dixon's line. We do not fancy, however, seeing
our 44American Union deluged in blood" in order
to get rid of it. Humanity does not require so des¬
perate a recourse. The blacks at the South are

generally well clothed and well fed; and perhaps
enjoy as much physical happiness as their masters.
A proof of this is their immense increase, which
could not have been if they were so oppressed and
wretched as has been represented. On this sub¬
ject, we beg leave to quote a Pennsylvania writer
on political economy, Mr. Carey, of Philadelphia.
In his late work called 44 the Harmony of Interests,'
(p. 127, Skinner's edition,) he says:

44 Of all the other chapters in the history of the people of |
this Union, the most honorable to them, ss I believe, is that
in which is recorded the history of the negro race. The three
hundred thousand barbariana imported ioto this country, are

now represented by almost four millions of people, far ad-
vanced towards civilisation and freedom, and to that number
they have grown because they have been well fed, well
clothed, well sheltered, and reasonably worked. It is a case

totally without a parallel in the world, the history of which
msy be chsllenged for the production of a body of men, in¬
vested with so much power over their fellow men as has been
exercised by the people of the South, and using it so mode¬
rately as to permit so rapid an advance in numbers and so

great an improvement of condition. Nevertheless, they
sre unceasingly stigmatised as slave-drivers and negro-traders,
and by the nation which livee out of them, and which, of all
the nations of Europe possessing colonies, haa most misused
its powers over the negro race."
He states a single fact which is abundant proof:
44 In the West Indies, a waste of life equally unparalleled,

requiring constant importations for the mere maintenance of |
their numbers. From 1817 to 18X0, a period of threeyears,
the slaves ofJamaica were reduced in numbers, by death alone,
ten per cent, whereas, bad they been here, they would have
increased thirty per cent. The slave chapter of British his¬
tory is as disgraceful aa that of the Union is honorable."
We do not think, therefore, that the condition of I

the black race in bondage appeals so strongly to
our justice or sympathy as to warrant us in a cru¬
sade against our brethren at the South to effect
their deliverance. It is our opinion, as it is our

hope, that all that religion or humanity require
may be attained in a better, because more honorable
way. As a citizen, also, of this great and prosper¬
ous nation, it is our firm conviction that no con¬
sideration has been, or can be, presented to furnish
the least pretext for disregarding solemn compacts
on this subject, and violating a guaranty of the
Constitution and a law of the land. But we have
extended our remarks sufficiently at present.
Something, however, remains to be said in further
articles.
A Friend o» the Union..The Atalanta (Oa.)

Republic says:
44 On the day of the meeting of the seceesionists at Kings

ton, a revolutionary soldier returned to his residence in Cobb
county, on the railroad, though his eyes were eo dim that be
could not very well see. He was told they were trying to
get the people to dissolve or secede from the Union. Where¬
upon he drooped bis withered free, and seemed to be in deepdistress for one or two minutes, after which he raised uphis bead, and with a faltering voice said, 4 Oh, don't do that
till I am dead!' While he uttered theee words, the large
tears chased each other down his way-worn cheeks. He was
told that a great number of men would try to prevent them,
to which he replied, 4 Don't let them do that till I am dead !"
Tas Asstma* Discovbbibs..The antiquities at Nine¬

veh are placed, by late accounts, at a more modern epochthan that fiied by Mr. Layard. Major Rawlineon thinks
they do not ascend beyond twelve or thirteen hundred yearsbefore the Christian era, bacanee, in the earliest inscriptions onthe walls, references are made to Tyre, Sidon, and other
cities, which were not founded more than fifteen centuries
before Christ He also considers Egypt, and not Assyria, as
the cradle of human civilisation. It cannot be doubted that
the Assyrian monuments partake largely of the Egyptian
type, and also that even the oldest palaces in Assyria are of
more modern date than the pyramids» but this dose not ap¬
pear to be at sH conclusive hi favor of Major Rawlineon'e
view. Mey not both Assyria and Egypt, as at present known
to us, be the children of an earlier civilisation, every vestige
of which has disappeared, except what we eee in ite progeny f
The points of reeemblaoee between the Euphraian and the
Nilotic monuments flavor thie hypothesis, rather than the
ordinary idea « the one is but a copy from the other. We
believe, in a word, that there waa more than one cycle of
civilisation in Mesopotamia before that wboee fossil relics
Layard haa JtssnlernbeJ..FkiMtlphiu Bulletin.

FROM CALIFORNIA.
The steamer Cherokee, whose arrival at New

York from Chagres we announced on Saturday,brought on freight $1,680,107 in gold.
The dates from San Francisco are to the 15th

Noveraber. The cholera has been raging with great
severity at San Francisco, Sacramento, and other
parts of California. The deaths at the former place
averaged ten to fifteen daily. They occurred prin¬
cipally in the filthiest parts of the city. At Sacra-
mento the disease was abating. The deaths for the
week ending November 2d at that plaee were 120.
A great many deaths from cholera had occurred on
vessels between Sacramento and San Francisco.
The Pacific New* says:
'.The cholera, the aoourge that baa visited almost every

nation of the earth, haa made rapid atridea in aorae localities,
and laid in the duat many a noble epirit endeared to home and
frienda by the strongest ties. In our own city, since its first
appearance, some three weeks since, the number of deaths
have been about one hundred and thirty-five; while at Sacra¬
mento the bill of mortality has been much greater, reaching
several hundred, and perhaps one thousand. We are glad to
have it to say that the scourge is abating, and that the deaths
in either city d<> not average over eight or ten per day. This
intelligence will be receivwLwith pleasure by thousands of
friends in the Atlantic Statcw* >
" This immense bill of mortality has prostrated, or in a

great measure injured the business of the large cities, aud con¬

sequently has affected every locality. Trade generally haa
been dull. The markets are well supplied, at prices very
moderate.
"At Sacramento Cily the epidemic iiad been dreadfullyfatal, aa the list of destbs we give bears iftnusa; but the lateet

accounta repreaent that the diaeaae waa rapidly aubaiding.
" The deaths at Ban Jose for the twenty-feur hours ending

Saturday neon were ten; and the total number aince the
breaking out of the cholera ia estimated at nearly two hun¬
dred.including Santa Clara and Alviao, fully (hat number.
The disease, however, is abating.the northerly winda and
heavy frosts mo doubt exerting a beneficial influence in check¬
ing the apread of cholera."
The ooly advices we have from the miaing districts is the

following paragraph, copied from the 8'icramento Timet ;
" We hsveseen persons from varioua portiona of the mines,

dependant on thia city for aupplies, from whom we learn that
the cholera haa apread to but a very limited extent. A few
caaea have occurred at Nevada city, Rough and Ready, and
aome other towns, but to no considerable extent. It aeema
now altogether probable that the cholera will soon entirely
leave California."
The Sacramento Transcript contains a short history of the

present hostilities between the whites and Indians m El Do¬
rado county, which was commenced by the latter with mur¬

dering three miners and running others from Matheney'a
Creek into Weberville. Two hundred men enrolled them¬
selves in the diflfemt towns to repel the Indians and keep the
immigrant trail open.
The 8quatter trials had commenced at Benicia.
The amount of bullion cleared from the port of 8an

Francisco, from November 1st to 13th, incluaive, was :

November 1.Per schooners Carolina and Johanna,
cleared for Valparaiso $48,000

November 1.Per steamer Panama, for Panama._t,800,000
Do 12.Per do Antelope, do . .. 200,000

Total 2,*48,000
Amount of receipts for duties from October 1st to 21st in¬

clusive, £170^96$.
There has been a destructive fire in Saciamento, which de¬

stroyed about a doaen buildings, as follows :

New York Hotel, $10,000; Eagle Hotel, $4,060 ? St.
Francis Hotel, $12,000; Galena House, $7,006; small
house adjoining, $1,000 ; "Home of the Badger,"$2,000 ;
Mr. Rowe'a wholesale and retail provjaion store, $8,000 ;
dwelling-house, loss unknown ; three canvass houses, $300 ;
butcher's shop, (torn down,) $500. Totsl loss about $45,000.
The following is a statement of the number of paseengera

arrived at 8an Francisco by sea from October 1, 1849, to
October 31, 1850:

American. Foreign. Total.
1849.Oct. 1st to Dec. 31.. 5,897 2,353 8,247
1850.Jsn. 1st to Mar. 31.. 6,673 . 2,157 7,736

April let to June30.. 10,893 6,659 16,552
July 1st to Oct. 31.. 7,757 3,323 11,080

30,123 13,492 43,615
1850.Oct. 1st lo Oct. 31st, number arrived, -1,301
1850.Oct. 1st to Oct. 31st, number left 5,690
An undertaker's bill, for coffins furnished the destitute poor

of Sacramento City, from the 3d of September to 31st Octo¬
ber, waa $4,260!

FROM THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.
By way of California we have accounts from

Honolulu to the 19th October. The British shipHefadd had returned to that port from the Arctic
ocean on the 16th, after an unsuccessful search for
the expedition of Sir John Franklin ; and of the
many whale ships that had lately arrived, none had
seen or heard any thing of the missing expedition.
Fifty American whalers had arrived at the port of
Lahaina during the months of September and Octo¬
ber, every one of which, it is stated, was loaded to
it* utmost capacity with oil and bone. The sea¬
son is represented to have been one of extraordinary
success to all the vessels thus far heard from. At
Honolulu the same influx of whalers is observed.

LATE FROM JAMAICA.
We have Jamaica papers to the 12th instant.

The cholera is still raging upon the plantations in
the interior, but has very much subsided in Kings¬
ton and Spanishtown. The subject still engrosses
the attention of the Legislature and the Island Gov¬
ernment. Dr. Bailey, a physician of great respec¬tability, has fallen a victim to the disease.
A vessel arrived at the island on the 20th in¬

stant, with one hundred and fifty African emigrantsfrom Sierra Leone, which were distributed uponplantations pursuant to application under the laws.
The Attorney General has given notice in the

House of Assembly that he shall move that an ap¬plication be made to the Home Government for
African laborers, to be sent from among those at
Sierra Leone, captured from slavers, to supply the
estates which the cholera had depopulated.

'[New York Post.

FROM TEXA8.
We have accounts from Galveston to the 10th instant

The coldest weather since 1838 has prevailed in Texas, the
thermometer being 16° below the freesing point. It is thought
the crange and lemon trees have been killed. Tha United
8tates Indian Commiastoners bad arrived. They proceed to
Austin, 8an Antonio, and El Passo.
The Legislature of the State of Texas baa adjourned.

They did not paaa any act disposing of the #10,000,000. A
law has been paaaed directing the election of the Chief Justice
and the Associate Justices bjr the people. Light-bouses,
constructed on iron screw-piles, are about to be erected off
Galveston bar, off Paaa Cavalio, and at Brasoe Santiago.
A precept addressed to Commodore AuHck has been re¬

ceived from the Navy Department, ordering that offioer to
convene a. court martial on Wednesday on board the Penn¬
sylvania, to try a sailor for mutinous conduct and murderous
threats on hoard the steam frigate Ssranac. Wa are inform¬
ed that this recklesa man not ooly refused to do doty, but de¬
clared to tbe 1st lieutenant that be would blow up the mag¬
azine of the ship if he could get a chance.

[ Portsmouth Pilot.

A Rbxaukablk IvcinavT..A singular occurrence hap-
Bed in the village of Piedmoot (N. H.) last week. Two

e children, one five and tbe other three years of age, hav¬
ing strayed from borne, and not returning at dark, inquiriea
were made for them by the parents, and aa no trace waa

found of them, a general search throughout tha night was

made by the people of tbe village. In tbe morning, the chil¬
dren were diecovued in an open field, lying upon the froxen
ground, and locked in each other'a arms.one eleeping sound¬
ly and tbe other awake. Although the night was a severe

one, tbe little onee bava shown, aa yet, no ill effects from tbe
expoeure. It ie truly wonderful how two auch little children
could paes a winter's nighl upon the cold froaen ground
without perishing. >

SntaDT ior tub Hcabcitt or Srivaa Com..A cor¬
respondent of the New York Journal of Commerce, referring
to the present scarcity of silver coin, recommends that tbe
mints immediately recommence tbe coinage of gold dollars,
which, be eaya, notwithstanding a tii<sy or careless person
may occasionally pay them out for "Jtps," are a really desi¬
rable and popular coin. We like the suggestion. This HI-
Hputian currency may be somewhat trouhieaometo finger, but
this disadvantage ia amply compensated by its eonvenienee
for breaking a five dotla» tall nod its easy portage.

Mb. CLAYTON'8 EULOOY.

A very large aaeemblagf, made brilliant by the fair pre-
aeoce of a number of ladies, filled to overflowing the apaciouaHall of the Odd Fellows, at Wilmington, Delaware, on Tues¬
day evening, 17th, to liaten to an oration delivered by the Hon.
Jobb M. Clattos, on the life, character, and services of
the lato Commodore Jacob Joiei.
We need hardly aay the eulogy waa all that the eubject de¬

served, and that the great talent of the orator promiaed it |would be. It sketched briefly, but fully and eloquently, the
biography of Commodore Jobbs, from early life to the dateof his death, and waa Interspersed with a number of anec¬dotes, which portrayed in vivid colors the characteristic vir¬
tues which distinguished him in every relation, whether pub¬lic or private. In those passages in which Mr. Clattob re¬
ferred to bis own recollections of the deceased, during the
course of a long and intimate personal intercourse, he spokewith much feeling of the noble and generous traits of head
and heart which adorned and illustrated the character of his
friend. ||After reviewing the prominent events of his life, Mr.
Clattob paid a glowing tribute to that patriotic spirit which
formed, he said, the leading trait of Commodore Jobs*.
From this portion of the eulogy we quote (ae nearly as wo

can remembei it) the following eloquent paragraph :
«I could not bestow a better eulogium upon the character

of Jacob Jones than to add, as I now do, with perfect truth,that the love of hie country wee hie ruling passion. He wasthe associate of the revolutionary patriots of Delaware, and
was reared in a school whose devotion to the Union knew no
limits. At all periods of his life he manifested the moet pro¬found deference to the laws and constitution of his country.Indeed, it is a eubject of aincere congratulation that no true
son of Delaware haa ever vet proved faithless to the obligationshe assumed when ahe led her aister States, and earned awaythe honor of being the first to adopt the American constitu- §tion < and at thi* moment I do not know a citizen born within
her limits who does no* regard the Union as the Jews regard- |ed the Ark of the Covenant, which none could deeecrate andlive. The affection for it.among us grows stronger with its
increasing age, and the name of its immortal founder, ' the
Father of his Country,' becomes every year more endeared
to ua as the flight of Time covers it with the shadows of an¬
tiquity.

' Creieit ocoulto, velut arbor wvo.'
The love of it glow* with intensity in the bosoms not only of
our men, but of their wives and daughters, who are ever
prompted by their own instincts when obedient to the dictates
of patriotism, and it i» here among the earliest lesson* taughtby the mother to her offspring. A disunionist from Dela¬
ware would be a spectacle which my eyes have never witness-
ed. Should the dsy ever come when other Americans, for¬
getful of their honor and allegiance, shall divide and destroythe republic, our little State may be deeolated by the battlee
of contending sections* and her streams may be red with the
blood of her citizens, but still ever true to the principles of
her sons, who, like Jacob Jones, have illustrated by their he¬
roism her patriotism and*courage, she, the least powerfbl and
most unpretending among her sister States, will prefer to pe¬rish in defence of the integrity of the Union rather than sur¬
vive its ruin."

EXPL08I0N OF THE ANGLO-NORMAN.

New Obleabs, Decembeb 14.
We again have to recount an appalling eatastrophe from a 1

steamboat explosion, which has occasioned the death of some
of our moet valuable citizen*, wounding and maiming others, ,

and spreading dismay and terror among the entire communi¬
ty. Yesterday, a pleasure excursion (as was contemplated) J
came offon board of the Anglo-Norman, a new low pressure >

towboat, being the laat built of a line which has proved emi-
nently successful. The enterprising and hospitable owners \
of this line, in the joyous feeling attendant upon success* in- |vited a number of their friends to take an excursion up and
down the river, and to partake of their good cheer. Some
hundred guests were aseembled, and with happy anticipations
embarked on the new steamer. At 10 o'clock the boat left
the wharf. The old and young, the grave and gay, compos¬ed the party. The gallant stesmer silently (for she was low
pressure) and swiftly sped her wsy, " with youth at the prow
and pleasure at the helm." A pleasure day was in anticipa¬
tion ; the skies were bright, the weather delightful, and a ge¬
nial humor pervaded the whole party. The boat had pro¬
ceeded up the river about thirty-five |milee ; was on her re¬
turn to the city, about nine miles distant; and the guests had
partaken of the hospitable fere, when the dreadful catastrophe
occurred.
We have taken considerable pains to obtain from the most

reliable sources a correct version of this calamity, fearful as it
is, and are rejoiced to find that it is not as destructive as waa
generally reported and believed last night. In the first place,the guests numbered about one hundred, and the crew, with
their friends, about thirty or thirty-five more. At the very
outside there were not over one hundred and fifty souls on
board.
From the closest scrutiny that we have been able to make,

we find that, of the killed and missing, there are, JoBiua
Bxxax, one of our moet enterprisiog and respected citizens; }Chailu Pebbt, a reporter of the Bulletin, a worthy man,
and a tried and feithful employ* in our office $ Alvbbb Still-
mab, of the Novelty Works at New York; Mr. McDowell,
of Baltimore, and four colored persons.

Of the wounded, we have heard of Capt. Annibal, J. L.
Warner, Capt. J. P. Barnett, Richard Nelson, William El¬
liott, John Taylor, Mr. Whittemore, Mr. Thayer, Mr. Bra¬
dy, mate, Mr. Hill, first engineer, Captain Thompson, Mr.
8toim, Mr. N. Jarvis, Mr. 8tephen Jarvis, Mr. J. W. An¬
drews, J. O. Pierson, Mr. Bigney, Mr. Kidd, J. Wilson,
deck hand, the cook, and three colored firemen,

There were several ladies on board, who fortunately escap¬
ed without injury.

.The steamer Naniopt, Capt. Castello, bound up the nver
to 8t. Martinsville, was within two hundred yards of the An.
glo Norman at the time of the explosion. Every assistance
that was required was promptly rendered, and the framope
returned to the city with the survivors. Tbe Creole also
brought a number of the sufferers and afforded Umely relief.

It is utterly impossible to assign any cause for the explo¬
sion. It was not a trial trip of the boat, as many suppose.
She had been running some three or four weeks, and had made
as many towing tripe up and down the nver. Her bull,
which is entirely uninjured, was built here, ae was her whole
machinery, and her boiler by competent judges was consider¬
ed ss perfect a piece of workmanship as waa ever constructed
in any part of the Union. The owners of the boat, the build¬
ers, machinists, and as competent engineers as can be found
any where, were on board, exercising a careful and vigilant
supervision. She was carrying at the time of the catastrophe
about twenty-six inches of steam, and the entire engine was

working most satisfactorily. The explosion canted, if we may
so call it, forward, and carried away the entire forward upper
deck. Of the immense boiler and chimney, there i» scarcely
a particle remaining..Bulletin.

EXEMPLARY PUNISHMENTS.
We read in the Buffalo Commercial a few days since a

police account of an outrage committed in Buffalo last sum¬
mer. The circumstances, as they appeared on the examina¬
tion, as near as we can recollect them, were as follows: Dur¬
ing the summer a stranger employed a cab-man to convey
him from about the centre of the city to the etaamboat land¬
ing.tbe distance being some quarter of a mile.
reaching the landing the cab-man stopped, saying he could
go no further, and invited his passenger to leave tbe .cab and
pay hie fere. In reply to the Inquiry ae to how much be

b. . WW »S- <. «OT. Md
therefore tbe cab-men, eesietod by another ruffian, set upon
him, knocked him down, and beat him until »be*r«nt« con¬
sented to pey the »5, in order to save hie life. This paid
over, tbe magnanimous assistant of the cab man demanded #5

friend , and the additional #6 was paid orer. The etrsnger
made a complaint at the police office, and the assailants were
arrested. The record of sentences at tbe last term of the
Erie Circuit and Oyer and Terminer, held laat week, will
abow how theee worthies were disposed of by a sensible jury
and just court:

_ ,Thomas Fitzgerald..Highway robbery, Stale Prison ten

7**Uving»ion Sheldon..Highway robbery, State Prieon ten
yeara.

_Tbe Buffalo Commercial says: " Tbe sentence is a severe

one, but it will be a lesson to the cab-fraternity generally, as

many of them are disposed to rob strangers, in the way ot ex¬

tortionate charges, at feast, if not by open violence, as in be
case of these prisooers."

UBPABAi.LEi.Bn Defbavit*..Among the items in the
criminal department of a Paris journal, we notice that ia boy,
nine years if age. had been arreted "{committed iopmin that city, on the charge of having killed another ctoW, his
own cousi* who was still younger. It appears, saye our

authority, that eome monthaago the two children bad a qua*5 . bird, and since that time the little murderer had
saved up his mooey, sou by sou, until J**- , P.U '

Sue a knife. He then watched an onportunity, and when
« favorable moment arrived be butchered his little mate with
s perfect phrenay. We do not remember to have ever read of
s similar case ot youthful revenge eo long entertained and «o

fearfully consummated.
Revolt or tbe Females..A fetter from Bonn, 10th in-

stent, in the German Journal of Frankfort, .tates thst on tbe
7th a revolt had broken out among the young girle in tbe fe¬
male prieon of Putaeben, when from one hundred end twenty
to one hundred and thirty of them took to flight, after break¬
ing all the furniture. A detachment of cuiraerfera was sent
in pursuit of the runaways.


